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Dear Mr Grandfield  
 
Hamble Parish Council Planning Committees Response to: 
 
O/18/84191 
“Outline application with all matters reserved (except means of access) for the 
construction of up to 148 residential dwellings (Use Class C3) with new vehicular 
access to Hamble Lane, alterations to Kings Avenue and Coronation Parade, new 
car parking for existing sports facilities, employment use and residential properties, 
landscaping, improvements to existing bowls and football facilities on site and other 
associated works. Demolition of non-original extensions to Sydney Lodge (Grade II* 
Listed Building) and redundant factory buildings.” 
 
This planning application comes after 18 months of discussion with GE both about 
the proposed development site and the business more generally.  As a significant 
employer in the Parish the Hamble Parish Council (HPC) has been keen to maintain 
an open dialogue and to engagement with the company throughout the pre-
application stage.  The Council wants to see the continuation of the operation but 
with all the uncertainties involved in the markets at the moment did find it difficult to 
quantify the importance of this application in supporting future operations. 
 
The Council also recognised the public consultation undertaken in arriving at the 
current scheme and the changes made in addressing issues.  The Council in coming 
to their decision invited people to email in concerns and arranged a public meeting.  
Feedback from these form part of our response.  In summary the points that were 
raised are as follows: 

 Site for employment growth will be lost 
 More housing is not needed in Hamble – there are many houses for sale in 

the village and surrounding area 
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 Air quality is currently perceived to be poor and the addition of further 
congestion will add to the problem  

 Hamble is already difficult to get in and out of at peak periods and further trips 
will exacerbate this.  Concern that lives will be lost as emergency vehicles will 
be unable to get to the community 

 Local services are operating under stress with the primary school being 
unable to accommodate all applications in some years 

 Concern that the new development will have priority for primary school place 
over established areas of the village due to proximity 

 Movement of the Gnat into the site will result in the loss of a treasured 
landmark at the entrance to the built-up area. 

 Sports facilities will be lost  
 Sydney Lodge has been left to decay and the gardens are in a poor state. 

 
The Council have also retained specialist planning advice regarding the traffic 
impacts of the application.  This is set in the context of the Highways England and 
two HCC consultation related to Windhover Roundabout and Hamble Lane. 
 
Planning Committee of Hamble Parish Council opposed the development on the 
following grounds: 
 
 

1. The site does not form part of the 2001 - 2011 development plan and is not 
identified within the Submitted 2016 – 2026 Local Plan.   The site is counter to 
both the 2001-2011 and the submitted 2016 – 2036 Local Plan regarding 
Countryside.  The Council opposes any development that has not been 
allocated through the plan making process or is outside the development 
boundary.  Although the site does not represent a rural aspect it does create 
an important buffer between the urban area and the ancient woodland to its 
western boundary.  Realigning the development boundary to accommodate 
the proposed development would create the potential for far higher 
recreational use both of the woods, Royal Victoria Country Park and the 
nearby SPA (Lee on Solent to Southampton) and this would create the 
potential for harm. 
 

2. In addition, the Council opposes the application on the proposed level of 
affordable housing.  The current saved policy 74.H requires 35% of housing to 
be affordable.  The site is delivering 20% which is significantly below the 
threshold.  Although the data is now a few months old the Housing Authority 
were able to demonstrate that in July 2018 a total of 215 applicants were 
registered on Homechoice for housing within Hamble by bedroom size and 
need band (appendix 1).  Given this level of need the proposal falls well short 
of the policy and should on this basis be opposed. 

Commented [a1]:  
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3. HPC as the introduction suggested has maintained a positive dialogue with 

GE over the last 18 months with a view to gaining insight into the sites’ 
profitability and the GE Groups aspirations.  HPC value the jobs and the 
economic activity which comes from the site and the secondary spend in the 
local area that this supports.  It also provides opportunities for the 
development of specialist skills that benefit the wider area.  Not with standing 
these comments HPC is surprised by the comments of the Planning Policy 
Officers statement around the Special Consideration factors.  The line of 
argument by the officer clearly indicated that there were strong policy issues 
that derived from adopted and saved policies, supported by an evidence 
base.  The concluding paragraph that then sets this aside in preference to 
supporting the application; it is not clear why or is the evidence for the 
statement.  It is an unsound statement without  justification.  HPC would 
welcome further detail on this prior to the LAC considering the application so 
that it can decide how to respond to this advice. 

 
4. Further the Council has significant concerns about the impact of additional 

traffic generated by the site.  When HPC undertook a community wide Survey 
in the summer 2017 85% of respondents highlighted congestion and travel 
times in and out of the village as a major concern.   

 
Furthermore, both Highways England and Hampshire County Council have 
recognised the problems with the performance of Hamble Lane and 
Windhover both of which have been subject to recent consultations.  The 
latest HCC document “Hamble Lane Improvements Second Public 
Consultation – Information Pack” opens with the following statement:   

 
“At peak times, junctions on Hamble Lane are at maximum capacity, which 
can cause severe journey time delays for residents and commuters” 

 
In recognition of this the Submitted Local Plan paragraph 3.8h  states: 

 
“there should be no significant additional development in the Hamble 
peninsula because of transport constraints, mineral safeguarding, and the 
vulnerability of the open and undeveloped gaps between settlements in the 
area and Southampton, the outer borders of which are clearly viable from 
many parts of the peninsula” 

 
Given this HPC has commissioned consultants to advise on the transport 
related issues and the detailed comments in relation to transport are set out in 
Appendix 2 but in summary there are a number of technical concerns with the 
TA which would need to be clarified by the applicant.  Most significant are the 
limited sustainable travel options, suitability of methodologies for assessing 
baseline and development trip generation, the proposed works at the Hound 
Road/Hamble Lane junction and that the application does not assess the 
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impact on journey times for Hamble residents nor does it appear to account 
for cumulative impact on mitigation schemes.  

 
Furthermore, additional detail on the King’s Avenue improvements and its 
junction with Hamble Lane is required; for example, inclusion of a Road 
Safety Audit and assessment of highway collision records at this location and 
on the Hamble Lane corridor.   
 
Without further work on the traffic modelling and a real understanding about 
trip rates, speed and journey times there are concerns about the impact of 
additional slow moving traffic on air pollution.  Hamble Lane passes both the 
primary and secondary school and at peak periods traffic in the area is slow 
and subject to high frequency stopping.  Further work is needed to assess the 
impact of the changes on air quality in these two important locations. 

 
Lastly HPC has been in discussions with GE and Folland Cricket Club about 
their relocation to an alternative site in the village.  HPC is clear however that 
it does not want to be seen to facilitate development but rather response to 
the consequences of it.  The Council is keen to ensure that if the development 
is approved that the last functioning cricket club is not lost to the village. It 
understands the requirements of Sports England to secure replacement 
provision but is disappointed that it is not possible to find a local site that is 
capable of addressing their objections.  The current cricket pitch has not 
functioned as a public pitch for a number of seasons and the decision to stop 
maintaining it had already been taken last year. In the light of this HPC 
believes that this creates an opportunity to create a new public playing pitch in 
the village and would provide a more cost-effective solution to the one being 
proposed.  Furthermore, the ambition to meet the requirements of further pitch 
provision within Fair Oak can be met via the site allocations within the 
Submitted Local Plan that provide very significant development in this area.  A 
separate letter has been submitted on this issue. 

 
In conclusion HPC opposes the development.  It believes there are strong policy 
objections and the ability to demonstrate a 5-year housing land supply should mean 
they are not set aside.  In addition to the policy objections the council is concerned 
that the Transport Assessment has not provided sufficient detail of both current and 
future trip rates and the impact of these on the Hamble Corridor.  We will make 
representations directly to HCC on the issue and hope that EBC will assist with that?    
We also hope that a more acceptable arrangement can be found regarding the 
provision of playing pitches that secures investment in the communities of the 
Peninsula will be affected if the application is approved. 
Your sincerely  
 
 
Amanda Jobling 
Clerk 
Hamble Parish Council. 

                                                                                                          
                                                                                                               


