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Rainger, Angela

From: Tim Dyer <timjsdyerarchitect@gmail.com>
Sent: 13 November 2018 13:24
To: Grandfield, Andy
Subject: O/18/84191 - GE Aviation, Kings Avenue, Hamble-le-Rice, SO31

Andy, 
O/18/84191 - GE Aviation, Kings Avenue, Hamble-le-Rice, SO31 
 
A. Two small items in the Design and Access Statement - on page 11 The Hamble Character Areas, area A is 
described as being 1930's - these houses are of 1960's vintage and area B is described as being 1960's - these are the 
1930's houses. On page 24 the Listed Building Boundary Area is indicated as shown by a purple line but does not 
appear on the map unfortunately. 
B.  This is the most comprehensive Built Heritage Statement I have been offered in over ten years of commenting 
on listed building applications at Eastleigh - an excellent document that has included primary research uncovering 
original documentation to verify the layout and details of the house and validate the importance of this building as a 
national treasure and one of the three most important secular buildings in the Borough. This research has aided our 
understanding of the building which will be further enhanced by this opening up and the opportunity for the public 
to see it when the development is realised. We are lucky that the building is still in such original condition, largely 
due to the owners main interests lying elsewhere on the site no doubt and it not having been a single dwelling for so 
long. 
There are a few small amendments required to the document for correctness :-  
i. The Ancient Monument of St Andrews Castle includes the whole of Hamble Common from the oil storage facility 
boundary to the west to the inlet at the eastern end adjacent to the marina site and from the northern inlet down to 
the southern shore where the remaining stones of the actual castle remain on the beach and would be best marked 
as the Castle position.  
ii. In the RVCP the YMCA building now called the Empire Building was built in 1939-40. 
iii. Figure 47 is blank. 
iv. Figures 87 and 89 are transposed. 
C. Looking at the proposal from the point of view of the heritage asset, this revised scheme is to be applauded. 
Given the existing situation of the more recent history than the building itself, this is a giant leap forward removing 
both the 'modern' accretions to the house itself and clearing away numerous structures that have appeared over 
the years in front to give it more space, going some way to restoring the setting to closer to the original. The 
reduction in complexity of the road layout and discarding the multi-level parking help in simplifying the frontage and 
restoring more green open space here - the more the better.  
One hopes that the hard standing at the front of the house will not be permanently covered in cars and 
unfortunately the new tarmac has acquired yellow paint since I was last on site. The more sensitive solution to this 
aspect of its setting would be to surface any hard standing at the front in resin bound gravel. 
The proposed square to the north, previously a simple rectangle, has lost it's identity by having the south-west 
corner removed, without clarity of what is happening there and being close to Sydney Lodge is of concern. 
D. With regard to Sydney Lodge  itself, obviously a listed building application will be required which will also need to 
be seen by Heritage England but detail will be important to show how after removal of the 'courtyard' buildings the 
original faces involved will be restored.  
Consideration should be given to the alien doorway to the north of the western elevation and perhaps restoring the 
arch, the window and the symmetry of this element on the main elevation. 
More questionable is the range of buildings parallel to the main stable building on the north elevation. Evidently 
there in 1859 creating an outer stable yard, it is a curtilage building and therefore part of the listed building so it's 
future should be included in the listed building application. 
The 'white lining' in front of the building detracts from the setting and should not have been done without LBC that 
would not have been granted to my mind. A gravel look finish in place of a reduced area of tarmac would further 
enhance quite considerably the setting of this most important heritage asset that will be exposed to the general 
public's gaze for the first time in it's history. This building is a gem and a very worthy contender for opening on a 
future Open Heritage Day.  
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--  
Tim J S Dyer, B.Sc.,Dip.Arch.(Birm),Grad.Dip.Conservation(AA),RIBA. 
Built Heritage Consultant Architect.  
 
tel: 07413 992 763. 
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