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Dangerous Wild Animals Act 1976

Conditions for the Keeping of a Dangerous Wild Animal

1. The enclosure for the animal shall be secure to the degree that no unauthorised person can come into contact with the animal.

2. The enclosure shall be such that it takes into account the natural environment and well being of the animal.

3. The size of the enclosure shall be adequate to accommodate the largest of the species at full maturity.  It is recognised that smaller accommodation may be preferable for some species at infancy and this may be a separate unit within the larger enclosure.

4. While constructing the enclosure, special attention should be paid to the requirements and security of burrowing/climbing/flying/jumping animals.

5. A suitable system of filtration/lighting/drainage/temperature/humidity control shall be available as required.  This should include backup in the event of mains power failure.

6. The enclosure shall not be in contact with adjoining properties. Outside structures may require planning permission.

7. If it is required that an animal is removed from the enclosure a second temporary secure area must be provided.  Use of the temporary secure area and handling of the animal shall be kept to a minimum to minimise stress and the cleaning regime shall reflect this.

8. All necessary precautions shall be taken to prevent the spread of disease/infection.  Evidence of veterinary advice will be required.

9. Appropriate steps shall be taken at all times for the protection of the animal against fire or other emergency.

10. The licence holder shall have details available of a permanent/reliable source of suitable food for the animal.

11. All waste matter and any fouled water shall be disposed of in a manner approved of by the local authority or statutory undertaker.

12. Written permission to keep an animal listed under the Dangerous Wild Animals Act 1976 shall be obtained from the landlord if the premises are not owned by the applicant.

13. The licence holder must be able to demonstrate competency in the care and welfare of the chosen species.  This must be supplied to the local authority in writing.

14. The licence holder shall be registered with a veterinary surgeon familiar with the species of animal to be kept.  Evidence of registration will be required.

15. The animal shall be micro chipped for identification purposes except in those species where implantation is impossible due to the structure of the animal.

16. An adequate policy of insurance against injury or damage by the animal shall be held by the licensed person/s.

17. For emergency purposes, the licence holder shall provide to the local authority the names, addresses and telephone numbers of two key holders to the property where the animal is housed.

18. The animal shall be kept by no person other than the person/s specified by the licence.  The licence holder shall provide to the local authority the name, address and telephone number of a person trained in the handling and care of the animal and who will be available in the event of the emergency absence of the licence holder.

19. The animal shall only be kept at the premises specified by the licence.

20. The animal shall not be moved from the premises specified by the licence except with the written permission of the local authority.  If transportation becomes necessary the animal must be rendered safe and double caged or equivalent.

21. The keeping of an animal listed under the Dangerous Wild Animals Act 1976 shall not cause a nuisance to any person.

22. The local authority reserves the right to suspend a licence and require the removal of the licensed animal/s for any breach of licence conditions and subject to any right of appeal.

23. The Local Authority reserves the right to make any additional conditions relating to the welfare and keeping of the animals and the safety of the public as required.

