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Dear Sir/Madam

Local Plan Review - Main Modifications Consultation

| am writing on behalf of behalf of Hallam Land Management Limited and herewith submit
representations in response to the consultation on the Main Modifications. These representations,
prepared on behalf of Hallam Land Management Limited (HLM), concern MM27 and the proposed
amendments to the boundary of the previous Countryside Gap, now referred to as Settlement
Gaps; in particular the delineation of the extent of the Gap at Hamble (reference “i” in Policy S6).

The purpose of the Settlement Gap as defined in MM27 is to keep areas free of urbanising
development in order to prevent further loss of local identity. Within the areas defined as Settlement
Gap, only development that accords with the following criteria would be permitted:

a. itwould not diminish the physical extent and/or visual separation of settlements; and
b. itwould not have an urbanising effect detrimental to:

i The character of the countryside; or

ii. The separate identity of the adjoining settlements.

This adds a layer of policy protection to such areas in addition to that which the general countryside
policy applies in Policy S7. Criterion a. of Policy S7 serves to protect areas of countryside and avoid
adverse impacts on the rural, woodland, riparian or coastal character, the intrinsic character of the
landscape.

The objectives and intended outcomes of Policy S7 and Sé are indivisible, and we consider, as a matter
of principle, Policy Sé is not necessary.

Turning now to the Eastleigh Borough Settlement Gap Study, Area A concerns Bursledon
Southampton, Netley, and Hamble. It is evident that there are two gaps in this location, firstly that
which contains the eastern expansion of Southampton that could cause coalescence with Netley and
Bursledon (area “h” in Policy S7) and, secondly, that between Hamble-le-Rice and Netley and

Bursledon (area “i”). In view of the function of the former, the latter should be considered as less
strategic in its nature.
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With reference to Figure 1/ Drawing 265-UW-P-005, one can see that the morphology of these
settlements is heavily influenced and contained by the various area of woodland. Equally the landscape
is particularly fragmented with small enclaves of existing residential development and community
infrastructure, for example Hampshire Constabulary’s premises, Hamble School and associated sports
complex, and commercial development to the north of Hound Lane and housing fronting Hamble Lane.

As the Eastleigh Borough Settlement Gap Study acknowledges, much of the central area of the Gap is of
poor landscape quality. It follows that the character of the countryside in this part of the gap is
not of any particular intrinsic value and does not warrant protection for this reason.

The Study suggests, nevertheless, that the central gap delivers an overall sense of openness and
separation between the identified settlement edges “particularly when driving by car”.

Whilst in plan form the central area does suggest separation between settlements,
the actual experience is very different. It is an unavoidable fact that the presence of existing
development diminishes that sense of separation, save for one important location.

South of Burlesdon and north of the Hamble Lane, Hound Road roundabout, the landscape is open with
readily available views across it both west and east and of the existing urban area to the north. Itisin
this location where the greatest if not only genuine sense of openness occurs. This extends for

some 750m along Hamble Road. Figure 1/ Drawing 265-UW-P-005 refers.

To the south of the Hamble Lane, Hound Road roundabout, the presence and extent of existing
development materially changes the perception of a gap function and the sense of

openness is dramatically reduced. The view south from the roundabout is open only to the extent of a
single field looking south west. This view is foreshortened by intervening hedgerows that limit a wider
appreciation across this landscape and which screen views towards the edge of Netley.

Residential uses continue on the eastern side of Hamble Road as far as the rail bridge whilst on its
western side there are only occasional glimpsed views through the substantial hedgerow that screens
the agricultural fields beyond. Unlike ones experience of travelling north along Hamble Lane, to the
north of the roundabout, there are therefore no open views or panoramas to be experienced along this
length of Hamble Road and consequently no real appreciation of a gap.

Save for a glimpsed view from the apex of the rail bridge looking north west there is little sense of the
undeveloped landscape between Hamble Lane and Netley, and the presence of houses and the school
playing fields to the west heavily dominate one’s experience along this section of the road.

Given the low lying, flat nature of this landscape, boundary hedgerows and linear vegetated features
such as the rail line contribute significantly to the filtering and screening of views and to one’s sense and
experience of a broader gap often being foreshortened. Indeed, new strategic planting within this
landscape would further contribute to one’s experience of gap by further enclosing views and by
limiting ones perception of existing development in views across the area.

To the south of the railway line, the experience of separation along Hamble Road exists only for a short
distance of 350m north of the residential properties that front Hamble Lane on its eastern side and the
railway line. At this location, heavily vegetated roadside verges prevent any wider visual appreciation of
a gap. The gap study acknowledges that vegetation along the rail line provides a strong landscape
barrier to the parcels of land to the south.

Because of the layering of vegetation within the site, users of the public right of way have no sense that
they are part of a notional wider area of separation. Certainly, PROW 121/5/1 is not part of any circular
route through undeveloped countryside that would give a greater sense of openness.




For these reasons sensitive development could be accommodated on the land north of the railway line
(Parcel 54) without leading to actual or perceived coalescence and the integrity of the gap between
Hamble and Bursledon will be maintained.

Moreover, as indicated on Figure 1 /Drawing 265-UW-P-005 well planned development within Parcel
54 could significantly contribute to structural woodland cover and therefore the biodiversity of the
area. Indeed, planting as indicated would provide habitat linkage between woodland to the north and to
the south of the site thereby promoting wildlife connectivity. It would also screen housing on the edge of
Netley reducing one’s perception of a settlement edge.

Whilst development and associated woodland planting would inevitably physically reduce the extents of
the undeveloped land between Hamble Lane and Netley it could readily be designed such that it

would retain ‘a gap,’ and through strategic planting and open space provision it could both enhance the
character of the countryside and reinforce the separate identity of adjoining settlements.

This coupled with the site’s location close to existing local facilities, and its ability to enhance
Hamble Rail Station, point to Parcel 54 enabling truly sustainable development as required by both local
and national planning policy.

Accordingly, we object to Parcel 54 being included within this Settlement Gap.

Without prejudice to the above, the Settlement Gap policy should not be interpreted as an inviolable
designation in the longer term and its boundaries should not be treated as immutable. Itisimportant to
regularly review the boundary of settlement gaps to ensure that they are as up to date as possible and
do not restrict greenfield development that has been identified to be the most appropriate for
development in future Local Plans.

Put simply, the identification of land presently defined within a settlement gap in this version of the
Local Plan should not be prohibited from meeting future growth in the plan area and to support local
communities; in the future the character of individual localities must be allowed to change over time and
cannot be preserved in aspic.

Accordingly in the event Policy Sé is retained, the following wording should be included in the
supporting text:

“The Council will review the extent of each Settlement Gap when preparing a Local Plan to ensure that land
otherwise suitable for development and which can be developed without significantly affecting the integrity of
the gap can be allocated for development where necessary”.

Such text would ensure that the Local Plan is positively prepared and justified in accordance with
paragraph 35 of the NPPF.

I look forward to hearing from you. Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely,

Kate Coventry

Planner

LRM Planning Ltd
katecoventry@Irmplanning.com



mailto:katecoventry@lrmplanning.com

Figure 1 - Drawing 265-UW-P-005




! a’l-;hr_']v "
.| ! IBursledon Post Office & \
Y- i ; g
B3I | ) T AT
£ 90 "B BURSLEDON i a & i
:; <! ITAG o . .!t_v]"‘;;“}l_‘]qz ‘ 1 Wiring Solutions
AG .»_yll R
F . ?’\f‘l':j.if]';llf’fﬂ . f—‘
] Office Services » i4
& Pocket Park
Fox & Hounds
Bevis Commercials a
5
‘ . 9 e,
- { i . [+
; > - : Sy <.
TCHENIFRUIT @ s : L )
COMPANYLY , g
OMPAN 3
.
%
2%
5 y The Vine Ir
! G ]
Hannd PariehiHa %) 3 O
ound Parish Hall 3 IS
o %,
\Q e “gerford
2 s
R .
e
ns Lo
Hound Nurserie 5 & el
w
k: (1)
(4]
o -
O | 'Voyage Care=28 ™
J Woolston:Road &
@
e Glulam .
=< y. Auto Repairg
N. v Charcoa Eastle erns Boatyarc
bab'Van Paris
< (1 '
#8/St Mary's | Blackthorr
€3 ] 2
% z 1 &
) /’ 1 Dads V Dads & o
%, P ?"J:I:a npton- Hamble Aé
NETLEY (7] wZ " : &
; ’ The Hamble Schooll &
1 e nambie, S>Cnoo /
,/ 7% s
. 0. 108 >y
p w{hapel T 4, E % %
" 1 - M Sty ligA ‘-'F_‘-’_J':_!”':L;'_ and Saf(‘hej‘llL/)l. ‘am Cre® 4 i
1 nis by Rosemarie J | KL |
: 1 & 4
1 PARCEL 54 1 r
O
I ‘71 5 H l‘{?
‘ " wes H] ambie.xiver
: Paddle Hoarding
-, RV
< Ziar I8
- - - e
Hamble Garage . &
2,
0.
o NewMotion |
Charging Station I % Ve A LN e
i R !Ij . \\ L.
Q Royal Victoria 5 'y t ‘-.-'Q
k 4 Country Park Cafe i| 3 : XD
h . ¢ FC [ ] \ Racing Snake ™
oy

«Bell Tent Glamping
el

»

@ Chapel

i, .
Chapel) ey
e ._,

The Real:Macaron Q
Company

_—
f/ %

Area characterised by woodland belts wrapping around the edge of
settlements

Landscape is particularly fragmented with small enclaves of existing
residential development and community infrastructure,

Circa 750m along Hamble Lane North along which views across
the landscape north, east and west are possible- gap between
settlements is visible and perceptible- i.e. experienced

Circa 350m along Hamble Lane South along which views across the
landscape east and west are partially possible (filtered by existing
vegetation)- limited perceptible gap between settlements- i.e.
experienced

Hamble Aerostru

Hamble Self Storage|¥®

ST
ary'School =

Hamble Pt

' Smart ™Wto Mobile Wash

L

v,
“doy, A Cy
¥,

tures

BN HAMIBLE LE RICE

¢
347 L
4

/ -'«v'!'jx_—'l:?'
- )"'r':"'l\i—;‘ Veterninary.
Current vie across parcel 54 possible due to slight elevation of
rail crossing. Planting to the south eastern corner of parcel 54
would quickly provide screening.

Limited visibility from Hamble Lane west towards Netley due to
robust existing roadside vegetation

Potential development within Parcel 54 could deliver strategic
open space and woodland planting that would maintain a
physical gap to Netley (to the west), and which would link up
existing woodland to the north and to the south

Potential development

Notable urban edge/ development
€—>Existing woodland belts €-->Potential strategic woodland

. ) Roy.Underdown Pvilion

Yhcht Charters

Aerial photograph based on Google Earth Imagery

URBAN
WILDERNESS

7 Saw Mill Yard, Water Lane, Holbeck, Leeds

LS11 5WH
www.urbanwilderness.co.uk
design@urbanwilderness.co.uk
0113 472 0030

registered in Scotland SC371979

client

Hallam Land Management Ltd

project
Hamble

drawing title

Strategic Landscape Evaluation

drawing status
FOR PLANNING
drawn by

NJE

scale

NTS

job/dwg no.
FIGURE 1 (295-UW-P-005)

checked by
NJE

date

21 JuL 21
paper size
A3

rev



	210721 Main Modifications Response
	295-UW-P-005 Strategic Gap 21JUL21

