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Welcome to The Point Creative Learning

“The Point is a unique venue: rooted in its local community with a reputation
for attracting internationally acclaimed artists. This brochure describes how we
bring these two strands of our work together. Our Creative Learning team work in
schools, colleges, community centres, universities and specialist services offering
drama, dance, music, visual arts and media opportunities for local people from a

variety of backgrounds.

We are extremely proud of the work The Point’s Creative Learning team undertake;

We hope you are able to support this area of our work and enjoy learning about

just some of the activities we have undertaken in recent months. We look forward
to working with you in the future.”

et Hee

Councillor Keith House
Leader - Eastleigh Borough Council

“Last year The Point Creative Learning team had over 50,000 attendances at
their workshops and projects: from craft groups for local elders to an intensive
training programme for pre-professional dancers. Our work is about unlocking
creativity, building confidence, improving physical and mental well being and

celebrating everyone’s engagement with creativity.”

Cheryl Butler Sarah Brigham Crispian Cook
Head of Culture Director of The Point Creative Learning Manager






Some of our achievements over
the last year:

e 50,000 attendances at workshops,
classes and projects across the
borough

900 dance classes for ages 0 to 90

e 500 Professionally led classes
and workshops in schools

e Our work quoted by local schools
as improving GCSE exam results

e Largest boys dance platform
In the region with over 150
performers



e Participants drawn from all areas
of the borough

* Quoted by OFSTED as helping
to assist development of local
school

 Nearly 5,000 participants in our
annual dance festival

e Managed largest public event in
the borough - Music Festival and
Mela

e Largest professionally run Youth
Theatre in the area



Unlocking creativity in pupils, students and the people who teach them

Our education strand works with schools,
colleges and universities to enhance

the learning experience of students by
working with professional artists. Our aim

IS to equip students and teachers with the
knowledge and skills to create a sustainable
cultural community in which individuals are
empowered to make decisions about their
learning.

The projects we develop in the fields of
theatre, drama, dance, music and media

are designed to inspire creativity and assist
learners with gaining confidence, self esteem
and new skKills.

“we would not have beew able to
complete this GCSE without the

help of The Polnt”
Teacher

“Bverybody absolutely LOVED (. e
are indleboted to The Polnt yet again.
Children ave still buzzing so are the

staff. ttwas a huge suceess”
Teacher

“Our puplls are quite reticent tn
public gewemug, but thelr curiogltg
overcame thelr usual shyness.”
Teacher



GCSE composition project

“The group are one of the most highly
motivated classes ( have had the pleasure
of teaching. They are enthustastic,
intelligent and quick to Learn”

Matt Jones, Artist

GCSE students at Quilley School had the opportunity
to take part in a programme of workshops, led by
professional composer Matt Jones. The pupils learnt
the key principles of music making and compositional
techniques, leading them to create their very own
modern compositions which they edited, engineered,
produced and recorded to CD.

The teacher of the class benefited from 1:1 mentoring
and a detailed teachers pack to ensure the legacy of
the work beyond this project.

“The GCSE musice results were
brilliant this year with 100% A-C, the

highest ever”
Teacher

Over the last 12 months we have run over 500 drama, music, media and dance
workshops in local schools, universities and colleges.



COMMUNITY






PARTICIPATION

Using our facilities and skills to explore participant’s creativity and
nurture artistic ambition at every stage of development

We have a commitment to creative excellence as well as offering open access classes in
everything from Baby Boogie for parents and their babies to visual arts for the over 50s,
we also offer progressive creative training and development for those seeking a career
in the arts. We have over 30 dance classes a week, 5 youth theatre groups and a host of
holiday projects, community productions, weekly workshops, masterclasses, residencies
and summer schools.

Our work enables local people to realise a passion for the arts and go on to build
professional contacts and gain employment, building a creative and affluent borough.

The benefits to participants are well documented; confidence and teamwork skills are built
and many find that this may be a potential career pathway.

All groups are taught by professional artists and in addition we ensure the artists on our
stage also engage with these weekly groups. Most recently the acclaimed professional
company The Balletboyz, who premiered their work at The Point to rave reviews, invited
the Adult Ballet Class to take part in their warm up. Older participants mixed well with

these young professionals and each group shared techniques and choreographic ideas.

“I really truly ewjoged the entire experience and Learned a Lot. This
Ls a true community dance event! Great atmosphere tn class, great
work out and will ache tomeorrow”

Adult ballet participant
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Eastleigh Centenary project

To celebrate the centenary of Eastleigh airport a

new play was commissioned and funded by BAA
communities trust, Creative Hampshire and the
Heritage Lottery Fund. The play included a cast of 70
local adults and young people who worked with a team
of professionals to produce and perform the play at
The Point.

The project included dance, singing, and music
workshops all designed to improve the skills and
confidence of the participants and promote positive
learning between the generations with actors aged
from 8 to in their 70s.

“I don't believe that | would have been able to get
to drama school without this pmject”
Youth theatre member

Filmmaking

A group of young people worked with the team at The Point to develop and produce a film

that dealt with climate change. Instead of just a documentary the team commissioned a

new screenplay to deal with the matter in a creative way. The finished film, Koan, has been

shown in schools all around Hampshire along with an education pack. The participants
learnt all elements of filmmaking from scripting and cameras to sound and editing using

professional equipment and guidance.
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“It was energetic and different
from anything 1 have done before, “l think this project has really helpeo
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“I have learnt and gained more “Meet;
through belng at The Polnt than

7 VLC
[ have tn my whole three years at sch LSeusgy Oi‘” 0 SPArkey
University” ool. L CR gt
University Placement student Teache, abler
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In 2009 The Point was selected to be a part of a network
of national dance programmes for 11-14 year olds
funded by the Department for Children, Schools and
Families (DCSF), Music and Dance Scheme. The project
Is sponsored by The Place, London — home to the
internationally renowned London Contemporary Dance
School, and The Point is one of only two satellite centres
for advanced training in the South East.

The Royal Ballet School Associate programme has held
its associate classes for children aged 8 - 10 years at
The Point for over four years. The associate programme
Is designed to enhance a young dancer’s current training
as well as introduce them to The Royal Ballet School’s
system of training.

Associate Companies: Thanks to funding from Arts
Council England, The Linbury Trust, University of
Winchester, Hampshire County Council and Eastleigh
Borough Council, The Point now has 8 associate
companies. We are supporting these local theatre and
dance companies at the start of their careers with office
and rehearsal space, artistic and business mentoring.

The Point is also home to Hants Media Hub a collaboration with Cass Productions to offer
state of the art video, web and design production facilities for use by the commmunity and
to support local schools in their media learning.

Hampshire Dance: The Point is home to and supports Hampshire Youth Dance Company
(HYDC) which is one of two county Youth Dance Companies run by Hampshire Dance.
HYDC has a well-established reputation for the high quality of its work and the opportunities
it offers talented dancers. Many past members have gone on to pursue full-time dance
training and to embark on dance careers.
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Thornden Hall

Thornden Hall is at the centre of a new, high quality performing arts centre, which was
awarded a Commendation in the Civic Trust Awards 2005. Hampshire’s first Specialist
Arts College.

It is a concert hall designed with high quality acoustics for music performances, with a
stage large enough to accommodate a full orchestra and an audience capacity of nearly
400 people. It is also home to The Hampshire County Youth Orchestra, a collection of the
best of the county’s instrumental players.

New Theatre in Hedge End

The Point is working closely with our colleagues at Wildern School and Eastleigh Borough
Council to create a new theatre for audiences and participants in the Hedge End area

of the borough. It will feature a state of the art 320 seat auditorium and be capable of
screening digital cinema as well as live theatre. Both of these venues have extensive
outreach programmes linked to them offering many more participatory opportunities.

Festivals

Every year thousands of people participate in our festivals. Our
two week dance festival and the Eastleigh Music Festival and
Mela are by far the largest community engagement events in
the borough attracting over 15,000 between them. Local people
are involved in many different ways as audience members,
participants or practitioners.

‘It s Lneredible that Bastleigh can put together such a
fantastic event that reaches every part of
the community”

Eastleigh resident at Eastleigh Mela
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For more information about how you, your school or
community group can get involved with The Point please
contact the Creative Learning team.

023 8062 7819
creativelearning@eastleigh.gov.uk

www.thepointeastleigh.co.uk
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